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A Few Limited Editions Remain 

The Reading Mother 
Fulfilling the Needs of Our Community

A Rooftop Garden



In 2013 the first floor opened to the public.   
What an exciting year this past year has 
been with the grand opening of the second 
floor of the library, a completion of an 
additional 13,000 square feet.  One of the 
community’s most requested items was for 
more community gathering and meeting 
space.   We currently have a large meeting 
room that can accommodate over 250 
people, as well as flexible, 
smaller spaces such as 
board and non-profit 
conference rooms.  

Working together 
with the Lewiston City 
Council, the Lewiston 
Library Foundation and 
local patrons have built a 
library that has become 
a central and vibrant part 
of our community fabric. 
This was made possible by our generous 
financial donors and by those who visit and 
use the library.   These numbers allow us to 
apply for and obtain grants for the future 
development of our resources.   We are 
more than just books, we are a community 
building.   We are filling needs for our teens, 
community meeting places, computer 
time, references to local history, children’s 
activities, art and music.   The support and 
contributions of our community members 
has been amazing. 

With this expansion our teen center 
tripled in size, and is and area appreciated 
by many.  The new technology has offered 
more computers for use by the public as 
well as the Maker Space, which targets 

adults and older teens with a 3-D Printer, 
Robotics and textiles.  The additional space 
has allowed us to display more Collections 
(books, local history, audio materials, DVDs, 
etc. ). 

We are currently working toward an 
Outdoor Event and Programming Space 
(pictured above).   It will be multi-generational, 
serving children, teens, adults and seniors. It 

is being built and furnished 
solely from private sources.  
Studies have shown that 
a visual connection to 
the outdoors increases 
focus and productivity 
and provides a sense of 
well-being. Spaces with 
access to natural light can 
have rejuvenating benefits 
for library users and staff.   
We are working with the 

Lewiston City Library Board and the City 
of Lewiston to obtain contracts and bids 
for the commencement of this project, it is 
an exciting time for the Foundation! 

In the spring we will be hosting our 
annual Gala, our major fundraiser for the 
Foundation.   Please stay tuned for more 
information in the New Year regarding 
this event.  We look forward to seeing you 
there!

Marsha Creason
Lewiston Library Foundation President

We are a 17 member volunteer board organized in 2001 
for the purpose of providing financial and community 
support for the library.   It has been our mission and vision 
to strive for a modern, attractive library for this historic city.    
Thank you for your continued support of the library.  

Fulfilling the Needs of Our Community

Studies have 
shown that a visual 
connection to the 
outdoors increases 

focus and productivity 
and provides a sense 

of well-being. 

Rendering of the proposed Library’s Outdoor Event and Programming Space

Mission 
The mission of the Lewiston Library 
Foundation is to increase philanthropic 
support for the Lewiston City Library by 
building partnerships which help the Library 
achieve and sustain its strategic goals to 
benefit our diverse community so every 
person can have access to valuable resources 
needed to succeed in life. 

Vision 
We accomplish our mission through 
fundraising, advocacy and strategic planning 
that promote greater awareness of our 
flagship library and its valuable resources to 
potential donors.   We work to optimize our 
donor base through innovative fundraising 
committed to projects beyond those that are 
the responsibility of the city.
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The Lewiston Library Foundation is offering 40 smaller (7.5” X 10”) limited 
edition copies of Sharon Taylor Hall’s The Reading Mother. Around the base of 
each are the last two lines of Strickland Garland’s poem: Richer than I you can 
never be—I had a mother who read to me. These sculptures, in bronze with a 
black walnut base on a turntable, sell for $1,700 each with all proceeds going to 
the library roof garden fund. This is a great gift for your mother or any reading 
mother.  There are only 20 copies left, after which the foundry breaks the 
mold! For more information, contact Dennis Ohrtman at (208) 743-0694 or 
Kathy Fellows at (208) 743-4470 to reserve your bronze sculpture today. 

Limited Edition of 

The Reading Mother 
Director’s Note
 
In June, the Library’s second-floor opened to 
an awe-inspired and energetic crowd of over 
1,200 people.  Lewiston residents are now 
discovering and enjoying the benefits of a full-
service, twenty-first century library, a strong 
Library that contributes to the economic, 
educational and cultural vitality of our city. 
To ensure vital resources are accessible 
and available when people need them, the 
Library continues to seek community help 
and support for its ongoing operations.

Stepping into a public library today, 
it is immediately clear libraries are so 
much more than depositories of books.  
Interested in passing a little time? Fascinated 
by science fiction now reality? The library 
invites everyone to become enthralled 
with virtual reality and to test drive today’s 
technologies like 3D printers. Looking to 
connect with people instead of technology? 
Join with others at a gathering table or join 
a lively literary discussion.  Our Library is 
delightfully boisterous at times, but, if you 
seek solace, the library offers rooms for 
quiet contemplation and a quick getaway.  
Reading is still a popular library pastime; the 
enchantingly comfortable chairs strategically 
placed in front of large, sunny, warm windows 
beg for an easy, carefree lounge.  Our Library 
has become this community’s living room, 
complete with the works of talented local 
artists all around. Come see it for yourself!

Alexis Eccles
Lewiston City Library Director

Sharon Taylor Hall
Artist

Leave a Lasting Legacy
Buy a Book for the Bookcase
Become a First Edition Friend and create a lasting legacy for yourself, friends 
and loved ones by sponsoring a colorfully painted book in the new Lewiston 
Library. Each bookcase displays the names of our First Edition Friends, 
beautifully hand-painted on the binding of each ceramic book.

Local artist and Lewiston High School teacher John Patterson has designed 
and painting unique and creative bookcases showcased in the newly renovated 
library.  For parents and grandparents, there is a special whimsical bookcase 
dedicated for children. 

Display the name or names on a single-width book for $100 or purchase 
a double-width book with two lines for $200.  The bookcases and books 
will be permanently displayed for years to come in your local library. To sponsor 
your First Edition Book, pick up a donation form at the Lewiston Library or download 
forms online at www.LewistonLibraryFoundation.org.

Newsletter Winter 2017



Year-End Tax Planning
You can get a Tax Credit on your individual Idaho tax return, even if you do 
not itemize deductions, of 50% of your donation to a qualified educational 
organization up to a maximum of $1,000 on a joint return (or $500 on a 
single return) but not to exceed 50% of your income tax liability.   

The Lewiston Library Foundation is a qualifying organization for your 
donation to be eligible for the tax credit. For example, a $2,000 donation 
to the Lewiston Library Foundation by a married couple would qualify for 
a $1,000 tax credit on a joint return, actually only costing you $1,000 or 
less, if you itemize deductions. But the Foundation would benefit from the 
$2,000 donation.  Likewise, a $500 donation would qualify for a $250 tax 
credit.  The credit may not exceed 50% of your income tax liability.

For a corporation, the tax credit is 50% of the contribution up to a 
maximum of $5,000, or 10% of the corporation tax liability, whichever is 
less.

In 1903, a $10,000 pledge from Andrew Carnegie responding to a request 
from the Tsceminicum created opportunity in Lewiston; the essential funds 
needed to build one of Idaho’s earliest public libraries.  The first dedicated 
Lewiston Library building opened in Pioneer Park in April 1905.  In 2013, a 
$1 million donation from Ed and Beatriz Schweitzer enhanced technology 
and furnishings; a gift of education, community and technology to the entire 
Lewiston community.  The Schweitzer’s joined with over 1,000 private 
donors, making the library remodel an extremely successful public-private 
partnership.  To date, funds from the City of Lewiston make up 39% of 
project monies.  Without the community’s generous and tireless support 
through the Lewiston Library Foundation, which includes 61% of project 
funding, the library project would not have become the stunning reality it 
is today. Contact the Lewiston Library Foundation today to start your year-
end tax planning.  
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1.1 MILLION

22,042

67%

Visitors at the Lewiston 
City Library Since Opening 

Our Doors Downtown

Active Lewiston City  
Library Cardholders

of Lewiston Residents  
are Active Cardholders


